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'GREEN GUY

 SAYS

Hey Green Guy, -
what's the deal
with recycling
polystyrene?
""" Whatis the final word on polystyrene
—can itbe recycled? If so, can I putit =
into my plastics recycling bin or shuu]d .:' _.

Gy I:le kepl: separate? Frank Brown

More than 14 million metric tons
lof polystyrene are produced annua]ly i
- around the world, and it is's0 durable ;

- that it takes thousands of vears to decc-m '
. 'pose, So, what can be done with all this
- excess polystyrene? -

In South Africa, it can be rec}rded

- and the Polystyrene Packaging Council

' (check out Wpﬂl}rstyrenepackagmg co.za)
s laying the foundation for making it easier
. to recycle unwanted polystyrene waste. Not ' -
- sure if what your chicken breasts cameon
"'-::an be recycled? Look out for the S}’IIlbDl

*In order for it to be recycled, it mustbe

55_-1'-; kept separate from your other waste. Talce dmg': :
ﬁ]m tape and staples off it, and give ita Tinse;
' comingled polystyrene can not be recycled. =
- Polystyrenie materials can be reprocessed and
£ fmﬂu.l-:led into new packmg products.

_ Pnlystyrene is easily recycled by: |
Ereakmg it into beads and then muung

Q;‘;.E;the material with new bead before mﬂuldmg i

/Compacting the gmnulated material to

pmduce “bricks”. These bricks are then i
‘isenttoa rﬁt;}rdmg dépot to prodiice various
PTOduftS such as imitation timber items.

Recycled polystyrene foam can be used

';:::f:-f to manufacture a variety of pmducts such i
Zjl-:_.é_;";-ag pcts for plants plastic desk c}rgamsers, i

.':; f{:-am cﬂnsmmtmn and msulanﬂn

;I'r:'.'ranf'[}amm_l has a Masters degree in
- environmental policy making, He is a green

- networker and eco-entrepreneur. Email
- hima question at green@touchline.co.za.




