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Fast facts about Polystyrene
· In the last year we recycled 850 tons of Polystyrene. That equals a road 80km long, 1m high and 1m wide. It is also equivalent to 30 storeys of a rugby stadium such as Loftus. 
· In recycling programs we reduce the volume of Polystyrene 200 times making it a viable and sustainable product to recycle. 

· Polystyrene can be recycled up to 20 times without any damage to its physical properties.

· To make up an A4 size certificate frame in a moulding 30mm wide like the dark brown ones we made for you, it would take approximately 45 meat trays or 41 hamburger clamshells or 18 half litre yogurt cups. 

· Recycling programs are up and running in Gauteng, Cape Town and Durban. Contact the Polystyrene Packaging Council for your nearest drop off site. 

· Only about five percent (5%) of foam packaging is Polystyrene, the rest is air.

· When buying a photo frame made out of recycled Polystyrene, you are not depleting natural resources, unlike when buying a photo frame made from wood. 

· Today’s stylists and designers have been won over by Polystyrene. It allows them to fully express their creativity, because the very nature of Polystyrene makes it greatly superior to other materials when it comes to the creation of shapes and colors.

· Polystyrene cups are sturdy but lighter and less fragile than glass.
· A Polystyrene hot beverage cup requires about 50 percent less energy to produce than a similar coated paperboard cup with a corrugated cup sleeve. This leads to significantly less greenhouse gas emissions and is considered one effective way to slow global warming.
· Foam Polystyrene cups also weigh between two to five times less than comparable paper packaging products. This means fewer air emissions when transporting products.

· The average shopper used more oil driving to the supermarket than is used in all the plastic packaging that protects their goods.

· A paper take-away coffee cup might burn your hand, but a Polystyrene cup will keep the warmth inside the cup for longer.

· Polystyrene offers safer transport and in-store handling as Polystyrene packages are not damaged during use. Glass may crack or even break and cardboard cannot withstand humidity.
· The Greenhouse gas emissions of plastics, including Polystyrene, are 76% less than other, alternative materials. 

· A yogurt tub made from Polystyrene weighs about 15 times less than containers made from non-plastic materials:
· Non-plastic material: 36% packaging, 64% product

· Polystyrene: 4% packaging, 96% product making sure that over packaging does not happen
· No other plastic can be foamed as easily as Polystyrene. Polystyrene foaming can reduce the density of packaging by a factor of 35, which allows significant savings on resources.

· Foamed Polystyrene allows reducing the weight of a rigid packaging by two thirds without compromising performance.

· The weight of a typical meat packaging is 15grams if other material is used, 10grams if solid plastics are used and only 5grams if foamed Polystyrene is used. 

· Reusables require water and energy to clean. Using Polystyrene foodservice packaging conserves these important resources and it is recycled.
· Without plastics, including Polystyrene, packaging weight could increase by as much as 400%, production and energy costs could double and material wastage increase by 150%

· Polystyrene is not “filling up” landfills. In fact, Polystyrene foodservice packaging currently accounts for less than 1 percent by weight and volume of land-filled materials.

· To contact the Polystyrene Packaging Council, log onto www.polystyrenepackaging.co.za or call 012 259 0554.
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